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Pursuant to 37 CFR 1.56, the attention of the Patent and Trademark Office is hereby 
directed to the references listed on the attached PTO-1449. Unless otherwise indicated herein, 
one copy of each reference is attached. It is respectfully requested that the information be 
expressly considered during the prosecution of this application, and that the references be made 
of record therein and appear among the "References Cited" on any patent to issue therefrom. 

This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed (a) within three months of the U.S. 
filing date of this non-CPA application, OR (b) before the mailing date of the first Office 
Action on the merits in the present application. No certification or fee is required. 

The attached applications identified in the attached Appendix are directed to related 
technical subject matter. The identification of their U.S. Patent Applications is not to be 
construed as a waiver of secrecy as to those application now or upon issuance of the present 
application as a patent. The Examiner is respectfully requested to consider the cited 
applications and the art cited therein during examination. 
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Patent No. 4,968,566, Japanese Patent Nos. 2002-198077 and 2002-63920 were 
cited in the attached European Communication (Search Report) issued July 5, 2004, i.e., not 
more than three months ago. An English language version of the foreign communication is 
attached for the Examiner's information. Both the European Communication and the English 
Abstracts are relied upon to satisfy the requirement of a statement of relevance for the attached 



erences. 
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APPENDIX 




Examiner's 
Initials 


First Inventor 


Application 
No. 


Filing 
Date 


Enclosed 




Shuji ABE 


10/848,064 


05/19/2004 


1X1 Specification 

1X1 Drawings 

[X] Other: Filing Receipt 




Shuji ABE 


10/826,910 


04/19/2004 


IXI Specification 

1X1 Drawings 

[X] Other: Filing Receipt 




Shuji ABE 


10/860,788 


06/04/2004 


IXI Specification 

IXI Drawings 

13 Other: Filing Receipt 



The Examiner's initials indicates he/she has considered the cited application relative to the 
subject application. 



DO NOT PRINT the above information on the patent which results from the subject application. 
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*EXAMINER: Initial if citation considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP § 609. Draw line through citation if 
not in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to Applicant. 
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